
Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Class of 2019 Summer Reading 
“Hero” by Mike Lupica 

ELA – Grade 8 / Mrs. Dunn 
 
As you read and after you read the book, fill in the sections for this template. Be 
complete with your information. You will be responsible to take the AR test for “Hero”  
during the first few days of school (date to be announced).You may access this on the 
school’s website and type in your answer, then print it out OR you may handwrite your 
answers. 
 
Book Title: _____________________________________________________________  

Author: _______________________________________________________________ 

Genre: _______________________________________________________________ 

 
Write a brief summary of the book, without giving away the ending. Use main 
characters’ names. 
___________________________________________________________________________                               
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Write 3 sentences that describe the setting (time and place) of the book. One of these 
descriptions must be quoted right from the book. Be sure to write down the page 
number where you found the description.  
1.__________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
2.__________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
3.__________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________   
 
In your own words, explain how is the setting significant to the story? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



Describe each character in the book. Use the character’s own thoughts, words and/or 
actions to develop the characteristics that are important to the story. If you use any 
words right from the book, be sure to note the page number on the line too. (Add 
additional lines, if needed.) 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
List the main events of the book in the order they happen.  
First________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Second_____________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
Next_______________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Then_______________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Finally______________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________  
 
This paragraph will discuss a section of the book that you found to be the most 
interesting. “The part of the book I found to be most interesting is on page(s)_____.” 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 



Give at least 2 reasons why this part is interesting to you.  
1.__________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
2.__________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
Write 4-5 sentences that tell why you liked or disliked the book.  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Rubric for Summer Reading 

“Hero” 

ELA – Grade 8 / Mrs. Dunn 

 

1. You included the book title, author, and genre (10 points) 
 

 

2. Wrote a brief summary of the book, without giving away the ending. 
Used main characters’ names.  (10 points) 

 

 

3. Wrote 3 sentences that describe the setting of the book. One of these 
descriptions was quoted right from the book. You wrote down the 
page number where you found the description. (10 points) 

 

 

4. Explained how the setting was significant to the story. (10 points) 
 

 

5. Described each character in the book. Used the character’s own 
thoughts, words and/or actions to develop the characteristics that 
are important to the story. If you used any words right from the 
book, you noted the page number on the line. (15 points) 

 

 

6. Listed ALL of the main events of the book in the order they happen.        
(15 points) 

 

 

7. Wrote a paragraph that discussed a section of the book that you found 
to be the most interesting. You included the pages of the book and 
gave at least 2 reasons why this part is interesting to you. (15 
points) 

 

 

8. Included 4-5 sentences that tell why you liked or disliked the book. (15 
points) 

 

 

Total Number of Points/ Grade 
 

 

Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Name: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
After reading the novel “I Kill the Mockingbird,” answer the following questions. Make 
sure your answer is complete (Use theme paper if you need additional space for your 
answer. Each question is worth 10 points. You will be responsible to take an AR test on 
“I Kill the Mocking bird” the first few days of school (date to be announced): 
 

1. Lucy, Michael, and Elena have been friends forever, but now their friendship is changing. 

How? Why?  

 

 

 

2. Describe the different roles that teachers—including Miss Caridas, “Fat Bob,” and even 

Lucy’s Dad—play in I Kill the Mockingbird. 

 

 

 

 3. According to the Guinness Book of World Records, the heaviest person on record weighed 

approximately 1,400 pounds. Why do you think the author describes Fat Bob as weighing 

4,000 pounds?  

 

 

4. What are some things that Michael does not like about To Kill a Mockingbird?  

 

 

5. “When you want something,” says Michael, “it’s like admitting that your life has a hole in it.” 

What are some things that Michael, Lucy, and Elena really want? And what holes are they 

each trying to fill?  

 

 



6. How might the story be different if Michael or Elena or one of the adult characters were 

telling it?  

 

 

 

 

7. Why did Lucy think that the I Kill the Mockingbird plot was a good idea? Do you think it was 

a good idea? Why did her friends go along with it?  

 

 

 

 

8. Could the situation presented in I Kill the Mockingbird have taken place before the Internet?  

 

 

 

 

9. Name some books or movies or music that you think everybody should know about. Why 

are these works special to you? Why should they be special to everybody?  

 

 

 

10. At the end of the story, a big bookstore chain announces plans to mimic the I Kill the 

Mockingbird conspiracy with a campaign called I HARPOON THE WHALE. What will it take for 

I HARPOON THE WHALE to make Moby Dick irresistible? 

do?  

 

 

Total points ________/100 = Grade ________ 


